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Thank you for supporting BIRTHRIGHT: A WAR STORY in  your community and driving 
the crucial conversation around protecting women’s health care and constitutional 
rights. The need for action to address the siege on women could not be more urgent, 
and we hope this film is a valuable tool for mobilizing your organization members. 
 
Below please find a description of BIRTHRIGHT: A WAR STORY, suggested talking 
points around the film, discussion questions and call to action info for after your 
screening. 
 
Our promotional materials are available to download here and please free to  email 
birthrightfilm@gmail.com with any questions. 
 

About The Film 
BIRTHRIGHT: A WAR STORY is a feature length documentary that examines how 
women are being jailed, physically violated and even put at risk of dying as a radical 
movement tightens its grip across America. 
 
The film tells the story of women who have become collateral damage in the aggressive 
campaign to take control of reproductive health care and to allow states, courts and 
religious doctrine to govern whether, when and how women will bear children. 
 
The documentary explores the accelerating gains of the crusade to control pregnant 
women and the fallout that is creating a public health crisis, increasing maternal 
mortality, turning pregnant women into criminals and challenging the constitutional 
protections of every woman in America. 
 
This is the real-life “Handmaid’s Tale.” 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/na2yf3yk1zhhh7r/AACHGYiCnAqXFc9WUF7wbWO8a?dl=0
mailto:birthrightfilm@gmail.com
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Recommended Talking Points on Issues in the Film 
 

● Unlike other recent films about reproductive rights, BIRTHRIGHT: A WAR 
STORY goes beyond the politics of abortion to show the greater war on women 
in America, shining a light on the following issues: 

 
○ Bodily Autonomy 
○ Human Rights 
○ Maternal Health 
○ Religion in America 

○ Anti-Abortion Policies 
○ Criminalization  
○ Income Inequality 
○ Reproductive Justice

 
● In 2016, 26 states enacted 56 new anti-choice restrictions. The election of 

President Trump and continued GOP control of Congress is not only continuing 
this anti-choice policy trend of restricting women’s bodily autonomy and access 
to health services, but has emboldened state and local policymakers to pursue 
more oppressive policies, including: 

 
At The National Level 
● Presidential Executive Orders on Abortion 
● White House Cabinet Members with Anti-Choice Positions 
● Department of Health and Human Services Anti-Choice/Anti-

Contraceptives Positions 
● Supreme Court Challenges to Roe v. Wade 
● Congressional Legislation: 

○ Affordable Care Act Repeal or Limitations 
○ Title X Family Planning Cutbacks or Elimination 
○ Planned Parenthood Defunding or Depletion 

 
At The State Level 
● Bans on Abortions at 20 Weeks or Less  
● Restrictions on Physicians and Facilities 
● Limitations on Medical Training of Abortion Procedure 
● Father & Parent Consent Laws 
● Criminalization of Self-Induced/DIY Abortions 
● Criminalization of Drug Use During Pregnancy 
● Fetal & Child Endangerment Laws 
● Personhood Laws 
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At The Local Level 
● Limits to Abortion & Contraception Accessibility 
● Limits to Women's Healthcare & Clinics Accessibility 
● Challenges to a Women’s Medical Decision-Making and Patient’s Rights 
● Catholic Hospital Takeovers & Restrictive Policies 
● Pharmacists' Refusal to Fill Birth Control Prescriptions 
● ER Denial of Morning After Pill for Rape Victims 
● Miscarriage Mismanagement 
● Access to Contraceptives, Tubal Ligations and Vasectomies 

 
● In 2016, 16 states and the District of Columbia enacted 30 proactive measures to 

expand access to sexual and reproductive health services, and support decision 
making in family planning contraception choices. Following the inauguration of 
President Trump, over 4 million people participated in Women’s Marches in 600 
cities, making it the largest American protest in history.

Post-Screening Call to Action 
 
After watching BIRTHRIGHT:A WAR STORY, please encourage friends and colleagues 
to visit www.birthrightfilm.com to find information on screenings around the US and to 
obtain easily shareable social media.  
 
If you are moved to take action, consider joining the BAWS Social Action Community in 
our closed Facebook group  at www.bawsaction.com.   
 
The group is a place to get critical up to date news, information, resources and actions 
to take on issues highligted in the film.  You can connect with a like minded community 
of concerned citizens as well as activists, organizers and leadership, working on the 
front lines of protecting women’s rights across the nation. 
 

 

http://www.bawsaction.com/
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